SECOND SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 17, 2010

Saint Hlary Parish

Welcome to Your Faith -
What Makes Us Catholic?

Laughing with the Saints: Joy, Humor and

Laughter in the Spiritual Life.
February 10, 2010

Speaker — James Martin SJ
Priest and author of several books including the best-selling My
Life with the Saints. Father Martin is culture editor of America, the
Catholic magazine, and a frequent commentator on religious
matters in places as diverse as The New York Times, The Wall
Street Journal, National Public Radio, Fox News's "O'Reilly
Factor" and Comedy Central's "The Colbert Report."

Location: Day Chapel, St. Mary Parish Hall, Ridgefield, CT
7:30 pm,

Donations Welcome

This is part of our Parish’s ongoing series of monthly lectures on
wide ranging topics concerning our Catholic faith and spirituality.
Come join us!



MASS INTENTIONS

MONDAY, January 18

9:00 AM Richard A. Corbett-10™ Anniversary
TUESDAY, January 19

7:00 AM Gunter Roller

12 Noon Thomas Ryan, Jr.
WEDNESDAY, January 20

7:00 AM Richard Banno

12 Noon Anna D’Ambra-Mother of Carol O’Neil
THURSDAY, January 21

7:00 AM Anne Connelly

12 Noon Yvonne Bequet

FRIDAY, January 22

7:00 AM Bernice Coleman

12 Noon Rosary Society Intentions
SATURDAY, January 23

8:00 AM Anthony Liparulo

4:00 PM Winifred Bradt

5:30 PM John Mulligan

SUNDAY, January 24

CHURCH

7:00 AM Margaret Burnett

9:30 AM Patricia E. Murphy

11:15 AM William Mahady

HALL

8:00 AM Parishioners of the Parish
10:00 AM Robert Engelke

12 Noon Rita O’Brien

5:00 PM Eugene & Paul Barrios

GOD’S PLAN
My FOR GIVING
Last week’s regular collection (01/10/10) $24,537

Last year’s regular collection (01/11/09) $21,168

FROM THE PASTOR: "How do you express your love
for God? Some of the ways of expressing love are by
giving and by serving joyfully!"

Today’s second collection is for our Diocesan
Houses of Hospitality. Thank you for your
continued support.

BAPTISMS

We welcome to the Family of God and our Parish,
Olivia Martine Baglio, who was baptized in our
Church last weekend.

Please remember our sick in your prayers;
 Za Allison Donnelly, Anne Marie Knox, Joy
(7 L?\ Puccio, Scott Stoveken, Jack Sullivan,
X @* Lisa Talia and Jeanette Vollono. (To

4 respect the individual’s privacy, only immediate

v family members may ask to add someone to our
prayer list. Individuals will be removed bi-weekly unless the
office is otherwise notified. Thank you.)

PLEASE NOTE: This Monday, January 18, in
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, there will
be only one Mass at 9:00 am. The Parish Office,
Religious Ed. and Saint Mary School will be closed.

LOST AND FOUND boxes have been placed in the
back of the Church and our Parish Hall. If you have
lost an item and it is not in the lost and found box,
please call the Parish Office as it may have been
turned in there.

BRICK AND A PRAYER
...A Gift That Will Last

The first two phases of bricks has been
installed and phase three is on order!
Orders are now being accepted for our next
phase. If you haven’t done so already and
would like to order a brick, order forms are
available in our Bulletin, or can be
downloaded from our Parish website.

THANK YOU
“On behalf of Sister Joan and Sister Margaret, Fr.
Gannon and Fr. Olbrys, and myself, | thank our Saint
Mary Parish Catechists and Saint Mary School Home
School Association for the 6 bricks donated in our
honor. We are all most grateful.” Msgr. Bronkiewicz

ST. MARY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The next Catechist Workshop will be held
Wednesday, January 20, at 7:30 pm in the hall.

Grade 8 classes with Mary Ronan for students
and parents will be held in the hall from 7-8:15 p.m.
on Tuesdays, January 19 and February 2, and
Thursdays, January 21 and 28. Information letters
have been mailed.

A sincere THANK YOU to all who were so generous
to us in the Religious Education Office. Your gifts and
good wishes are most appreciated! Please be
assured of our prayers for you.

2009 CONTRIBUTION TAX STATEMENTS
Contribution Tax Statements will be mailed this month
to all Parishioners who contributed to our Parish in
2009. All contributions had to be received by Dec. 31,
2009 to be acknowledged for 2009 contribution
status. As a reminder, please use your weekly
envelopes for offerings. We are required by law to
account for all donations. It is possible to make your
offertory donations by credit card or electronic funds
transfer. Simply fill out the form inserted in today’s
Bulletin, and we will initiate that process. Thank you.




CATHOLIC ACTION

"As the objects of God's love, men and women become subjects of
charity, they are called to make themselves instruments of grace, so
as to pour forth God’s charity and to weave networks of charity. This
dynamic of charity received and given is what gives rise to the
Church’s social teaching." Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas en Veritate

RECYCLE your old Christmas cards! BY Jan 31

Life Teen is collecting used Christmas cards to be turned into new
cards for next year. No need to tear off the front—we need the
insides too. Collection boxes will be at all Parish offices. To benefit St
Jude’s Ranch and local youth ministries.

DONATE: Diapers BY Jan 31

St. Mary Mothers’ Club is collecting diapers (all sizes, any brand) for
Malta House in Norwalk. Malta House provides safe housing,
parenting advice, education; job training, mentoring, and child care
for single, homeless mothers and their babies. To donate, please
contact Kathleen Reidy at kathleen.reidy3@comcast.net to arrange
pick-up. Thank Youl!

DONATE: Food for Needy Families Ongoing

The Knights of Columbus will collect non-perishable food items every
Sunday and take it to needy families in our sister parish, St. Peter's in
Bridgeport. Please place canned or boxed food in collection bins in
the back of the Church or Parish Hall. The food donations will be
brought up in Fair Trade baskets during the Offertory. We are hoping
to begin this initiative next Sunday. Thank you for your generosity.

LIFE TEEN |

®

CURSILLO RETREAT

“Cursillos in Christianity” literally translated means a

short course in Christianity. It lasts 3 days and takes

place at the Seton Neumann Retreat House on the
campus of Immaculate High School, Danbury. Any

sponsored adult over the age of 21 may make a

Cursillo. In addition to hearing speakers, the Cursillo

candidate will celebrate the sacraments throughout

the weekend. Upcoming retreat: Men’s weekend:

March 18-21.

What does the Cursillo do?

X Helps people discover & fulfill their personal
vocations.

x Enables individuals to understand the power of
God’s grace in their lives.

X Is focused to help each of us live our baptismal
responsibility.

x The Cursillo Movement provides the individual
with the tools necessary for living a fully Christian
life.

For more info, contact: Jerry Lilore at 203-837-6327

or George Schuster at 203-438-3280.

At Sunday’s noisel/prayer night we’ll be reflecting on
the horrors of abortion and asking what God wants us
to do about it, including prayer for unwed mothers &
the unborn.

Our next Morning Run is coming up on Sunday, Jan
31°. Run a hot meal and some life supplies to
homeless men & women in Manhattan. Contact
Lauren or Peggy at pgceponis@aol.com or 438-7159
to signup.

*SUMMER TRIPS**

Registration for our 2010 summer mission (and other
summer trips) will open at a meeting on Sunday, Jan
31" at 7:30pm in our Parish Hall. All spaces are
available on a first-come, first-served basis and do fill
up quickly. Get the word out to friends that NOW is
the time to reserve your spot for what will definitely be
the best week of your summer—maybe of your life! All
potential participants and parents should plan to be at
this meeting and bring a check for deposits.

RECYCLE those old Christmas cards!

Life Teen is collecting used Christmas cards to be
turned into new cards for next year. No need to tear
off the front—we need the insides too. Collection
boxes will be at all parish offices. To benefit St Jude’s
Ranch and local youth ministries.

**Spring Retreat will be April 9-11**

HEALING MASS

Fr. Roy Henderson will celebrate a Mass for Healing on
Fri., Feb. 12 at 7:00 pm at St. Andrew’s Parish, in
Bridgeport, 203-374-6171. In preparation for the Mass,
if needed, please try to celebrate the sacrament of
reconciliation prior.

ST. MARY 2010 PARISH FAIR

St. Mary Parish is once again planning to hold its
Parish Fair this September 11" But to do so, we
need your help!! Our Parish is looking for someone to
co chair this event along with John Spera and Bob
Wendell, who have once again agreed to co chair this
year's Fair as they have done for the last two Parish
Fairs. The function will be responsible for arranging
games and activities during the day, as well as,
signage for the booths, entertainment, advertising for
the event and assisting the Jewelry and Sewing/Craft
tables. If you are interested, please call John Spera
at 203-438-3191 or Bob Wendel at 203-431-4031 for
more information.
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Saint Mary School
Preschool through Grade Eight
Faith in Every Student

Just before Christmas, Living Water International contacted
Saint Mary School with the amazing news of an anonymous
donor giving funds in honor of Principal Edward Brennan
and Monsignor Bronkiewicz. The funds will be used to
purchase a much needed well pump for a village in Kenya.
This new pump brought back clean water to a community
that once had to walk four kilometers to the nearest pond.
What a truly generous and faith-filled giftt The donor
included the following note: “Throughout this Advent
Season we remain brothers in Christ.”

+ 4+ 4+ 4+
Saint Mary School recently competed in the National
Geographic Geography Bee. We wish to congratulate all
participants including finalists Terry Smith and Tatiana
Pisoni. Congratulations to first place winner Ciaran Kager, a
seventh grade student; Ciaran will go on to compete
nationally.

+ 4+ 4+ 4+
Mark your Calendar! During Catholic Schools Week,
Saint Mary School will be holding Visit Days on
February 2" (10am) and 4™ (1pm). This is a wonderful
opportunity to tour the school, learn about our preschool
through grade 8 programs, and speak with parents of
current students! Call Paula King at 203-438-7288 x239 to
rsvp!

+ 4+ 4+
Saint Mary Preschool Enrichment Class has openings!
Saint Mary Preschool Enrichment Program is a multi-aged
program for four and five year olds that meets two
afternoons a week. To find out more, please contact Paula
King, Director of Admissions, 203-438-7288 x239.

+ 4+ 4+ 4+
Applications are now being accepted at Saint Mary
School for the 2010/2011 school year! Offering
preschool through eighth grade, Saint Mary School
provides continuity while easing the transition from the
elementary school years into middle school. We offer
stimulating learning programs including half and full day
preschool classes, full day kindergarten, and world
language instruction at all grade levels. Saint Mary School
is accredited by the New England Association of Schools
and Colleges and is designated by the U.S. Department of
Education as scoring in the top 10% of all public and private
schools on reading and math achievement tests. We invite
you to experience the difference a faith-based education
can provide. To learn more, or to schedule a tour, please
contact Paula King, Director of Admissions, at
203.438.7288 extension 239 or, visit our website at

www.smsridgefield.org
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Be prepared to do as Jesus asks of us. To live our faith
each day we must rely on the power of God keeping our
focus on Him. Visit our Adoration Chapel for strength.
Please sign up by calling Bill or Monica @ 914-533-
2832. God bless you all.

Monday 10-11pm
Friday 9-10 am, 2-3 pm, 10-11pm
Saturday 1-2 pm

EVERY Thursday evening, 7-9:00 pm, in the Adoration
Chapel, the Chaplet of Mercy, 7 Sorrows of Our
Blessed Mother and 15 decades of the Rosary are sung
and prayed. Please join us!

m SAINT MARY PARISH MEN’S MINISTRY

All men of Saint Mary Parish are welcome to join
us for our weekly meetings on Saturday in our Parish Hall from
6:30 am to 8 am. More than 75 men gather each week over
coffee and bagels for fellowship, prayer and to offer mutual
support while discussing the challenges of being faithful,
Catholic men, husbands, fathers, co-workers and members of
the community. Visit StMMM.org to find out more.

IMMACULATE HIGH SCHOOL will hold a

@ Martin Luther King Jr. Day Basketball Clinic

on Monday January 18". Open to students

in grades 5 through 8 — the boy’s clinic is from

9 to 10:45 AM, and the girl’s clinic is from 11 AM to

12:45 PM. Both will be held in the Immaculate High

School gym. The cost is $10, and participants will

receive a t-shirt and a complimentary pass to an
Immaculate Basketball game.

%= THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS is the largest
h ~ Catholic lay organization in the world. The Order

enables Catholic men, 18 years and older to become
closer to their family, strengthen their faith, and give back to
their community. All adult men are invited to join us. For
more information please contact Tim O’Connell at 203-545-
3027 or Tony Saia at 431-0203. www.KofC245.0rg.

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE

The National Vietham Memorial in Washington DC is a
shiny black wall that stretches 492 feet and lists the
names of the 58,022 known Americans killed in that war.
If such a wall listed the names of the children killed by
abortion since 1973, the wall would be about 60 miles
long! The casualties of our wars put together are fewer
than the casualties from abortion in a single year.




